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To the Editor:
I wish to add further de-

tails to Secretary Summers' 
letter of  July 31 – "State 
would require disclosure of  
chemicals used at well sites."

Hydraulic fracturing, or 
"fracking," is the process of  
drilling deep underground 
and injecting fluids contain-
ing tens of  thousands of  
gallons of  toxic chemical 
mixtures in order to release 
natural gas. These gas wells 
leak and threaten drinking 
water supplies and adjacent 
lands. A recent study pub-
lished in the Proceedings of  

the National Academy of  
Sciences found that over 9 
percent of  wells drilled since 
2009 in northeastern Penn-
sylvania have shown signs of  
leaking.

When wells leak or chemi-
cals spill, health professional 
will need to know the chemi-
cal formulas used by the 
fracking companies. They 
will also need rapid access to 
studies on the health effects 
of  these chemicals. That is 
why Chesapeake Physicians 
for Social Responsibility and 
other health organizations 

have asked the state to pro-
hibit the use of  chemical 
trade secrets in fracking, to 
require fracking companies 
to conduct health studies on 
the chemicals they use, and 
to give health professionals 
access to a state chemical 
data base.

The proposal defended by 
Secretary Summers would 
hand over responsibility for 
making trade secret deter-
minations to fracking com-
panies, which, we believe, 
would have every incentive 
not to disclose information 
that could reveal public health 
risks that they created. Worse 
yet, fracking companies could 
require health profession-
als to sign non-disclosure 
agreements, prohibiting them 
from publicly discussing their 
concerns about the safety of  
specific chemical formulas.

Unfortunately, Maryland's 
proposal will impede debate, 
discussion, and research on 
the use of  these chemicals 
in the name of  commercial 
secrecy and will put the nar-
row interests of  the hydraulic 
fracturing companies above 
the public's interest in assur-
ing the safe and proper use of  
our natural resources.

Sincerely,
Tim Whitehouse

Executive Director
Chesapeake Physicians 

for Social Responsibility
To the Editor:

Your editorial last week 
(Aug. 7) suggested that elec-
tions for county commission-
ers should be non-partisan. If  
someone talks about going to 
McDonald's, you know what 
you will get, whether it is in 
Oakland, Md., or Oakland, 
Calif. That is no longer true 
for the label "Republican." 
Commissioner elections, like 
municipal elections in the 
county, should not be based 
on party labels.

The tradition in Garrett 
County is to elect in No-
vember those commissioner 
candidates selected in the 
Republican primary in June. 
That model has not worked 
well the last two elections. In 
2010, all three commissioners 
were voted out of  office. In 
2014, the voters once again 
have already voted out all 

three commissioners via the 
primaries. The voters are 
disgruntled and unhappy 
with the performance of  the 
commissioners.

It is time to take a new 
approach and not vote for a 
party label in November, but 
vote for a candidate based 
on his/her positions and 
whether he/she represents 
the public interest or the spe-
cial interest of  a few.  

Over the last eight years, 
our commissioners have too 
often pursued policies that 
benefit a select few businesses 
at the expense of  the citizens 
in the county. For example, 
a number of  years ago the 
county updated its master 
plan. The director of  plan-
ning spent two years travel-
ing the county talking with 
anyone who had thoughts 
about the plan. The updated 
plan reflected the input from 
all citizens in the county, and 
as a result, they accepted the 
revised plan.

The plan was then sub-
mitted to the commissioners 
for approval. They approved 
the revised plan, but only 
after surgically removing 
several sentences in the plan 
that imposed some com-
monsense limits on the place-
ment of  wind turbines. These 
commonsense limits were 
included in response to legiti-
mate safety concerns raised 
by citizens. The limits did 
not prohibit construction of  
turbines, they just imposed 
commonsense restrictions 
on placement. It was a com-
promise.

The commissioners at that 
time ignored the concerns of  
their constituents, the citizens 
of  the county, and decided 
to support large corporations 
from outside the county by 
removing the commonsense 
safety elements of  the master 
plan. The decision by your 
commissioners benefited a 
few large or select businesses 
at the expense of  citizens in 
the county.

Commissioner elections, 
like municipal elections in 
the county, should not be par-
tisan. We cannot afford the 
failed approach of  the recent 
past because party labels don't 
mean what they used to.

Sincerely,
Michael Bell

Oakland
To the Editor:

I have been getting a lot 
of  questions lately from my 
Salisbury University alumni 
friends who teach throughout 
Maryland's public school 
system. The #1 question is, 
What is going on with this 
push to start school after 
Labor Day? Generally, my 
answer to them is broad, but 
I have been thinking more 
about what my response 
should be in a common-sense 
approach. 

I now give them a personal 
example of  why we should 
start school after Labor Day. 
For five summers, I picked 
peaches at Friendship Farms, 
outside of  Federalsburg – one 
of  the best jobs I have ever 
had. However, I always dis-
liked the fact that I would lose 
hours (money) because of  
school and sports. Don't get 
me wrong, I love soccer, but 
because school would start 
around Aug. 25, we would 
start pre-season practices 
Aug. 15. So I lost about a 
half-month's income. 

This also caused my boss 
to have to look for new labor, 
or not have the productive 
harvest he would have liked. 

From a policy point of  
view, it's a relatively small 
adjustment to public school 
calendars that will have big 
positive impacts. I point to 
the economic impact study 
that the Maryland Bureau of  
Revenue Estimates (comp-
troller's office) issued last 
August. This report says 
that the net effect of  starting 
school after Labor Day for 
Maryland would be an addi-
tional $74.3 million in direct 
economic activity. Part of  this 
activity would be $3.7 million 
in new wages and a separate 
$7.7 million in state and local 
revenue.  

Some continue to say 
then it's all about money and 
would negatively impact edu-
cation performance. But I say 

Senior Citizens' Menu
Community Action's Area Agency on Aging Senior Nutri-

tion Program menus for the week of  Aug. 18–22 are as follow:
Monday – Juice, bistro chicken, Capri blend veggies, ba-

nana, whole wheat bread, 1% milk.
Tuesday – Juice, taco salad, refried beans, corn pudding, 

fruit, 1% milk.
Wednesday – Breakfast for lunch – Juice, sausage gravy 

over biscuits, cheese omelet, home fries, sliced tomatoes, 
cantaloupe, 1% milk.

Thursday – Juice, cold veggie pizza, pasta salad, fruit, 
whole wheat crackers, 1% milk.

Friday – BBQ ribs, macaroni & cheese, coleslaw, fruit, 
juice, whole wheat bread, 1% milk.  

Coffee or tea served with all meals.
Reservations for meals are required. Meal reservations and 

cancellations are to be made at the nutrition site or senior 
center prior to the next service day. Reservations or cancel-
lations may be made no later than 9 a.m. on the service day 
if  absolutely necessary. Individuals who are able to give the 
full cost of  the meal are encouraged to do so; however, all 
contributions are welcome. Days of  congregate meals and 
telephone numbers of  individual sites follow: Grantsville 
Senior Center, Tu, W & Th, 301-895-5818; Kitzmiller Com-
munity Building, W & F, 301-453-3445; Mary Browning 
Senior Center, Oakland, M, W & F, 301-334-9431, ext. 134; 
Swanton Community Building, M & Tu, 301-387-9191; 
Friendsville Community Building, M, Tu & W, 301-746-5300.

Please note that home-delivered meal clients receive the 
same menus. Menus subject to change. Check with your site 
manager if  necessary. 

For more information about the Senior Nutrition Program, 
persons may call 301-334-9431, ext. 137.

if  this change were to occur, 
it would not change the cur-
rent 180 days of  instruction 
requirement. There is also no 
evidence that this change will 
impact student performance, 
and the new revenue from the 
change will be available to the 
state and local governments 
to help fund essential public 
services.  

For Maryland agriculture 
this change would be greatly 
beneficial. More Maryland-
ers would attend the State 
Fair, which would increase 
the educational awareness 
of  agriculture in Maryland. 
It would allow 4-H partici-
pants to show their livestock 
without worrying about their 
attendance record at school. 
Wouldn't it be nice to enjoy 
the last week of  August at the 
State Fair, Deep Creek Lake, 
or maybe making some extra 
money picking peaches? 

To go back and be 17 
again… 

Matt Teffeau 
Assistant Director of  

Government Relations
Maryland Farm

 Bureau, Inc.

MEETINGS
The Celebrate Recovery 

group meets every Friday at 
6:30 p.m. at Faith Evangeli-
cal Free Church, located at 
1009 Maryland Highway, 
Mtn. Lake Park. For more 
information, persons may call 
301-334-4172.

Members of  TOPS (Take 
Off  Pounds Sensibly) meet 
each Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
at the Oakland Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, 706 E. 
Alder Street, Oakland. For 
more information, persons 
may call Elizabeth Daniels 
at 301-334-2319.

The Garrett County Alz-
heimer's Association affili-
ated caregiver support group 
meets the third Wednesday of  
each month at 6 p.m. at the 
Oakland Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center. For more 
information and to RSVP 
to attend, persons may call 
Diane Donham, director of  
social services, at 301-334-
3419. Meetings are free and 
open to the public. Caregivers 
of  people with Alzheimer's 
disease or any memory im-
pairment are welcome to 
attend.

The Preston County Alz-
heimer's Support Group  
meets from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
Heartland of  Preston County, 
300 Miller Road, Kingwood, 
W.Va., on the third Monday 
of  the month. For more in-
formation, persons may call 

304-329-3195.
The New Image Weight 

Loss Surgery Support Group 
of  Western Maryland meets 
the second Tuesday of  each 
month at 7 p.m. in the audi-
torium at Western Maryland 
Regional Medical Center, 
Cumberland. For more infor-
mation, persons may call 240-
964-8416 or 240-964-8420.

An Alcoholics Anony-
mous group meets at the 
Liberty Club, 125 Liberty 
Street, Oakland, every Satur-
day and Sunday at 10 a.m.; 
Sunday at 6 p.m.; Monday, 
Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday at 8 p.m.; Wednesday 
at noon; and Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. A women's group 
also meets in the club's back 
room every Thursday at 8 
p.m. The McHenry chapter 
of  AA meets Tuesdays at 8 
p.m. at Deep Creek Baptist 
Church along Rt. 219 across 
from Uno's.

The Oakland Al-Anon 
Family Group meets at the 
125 Liberty Club, Oakland 
(use side entrance), every 
Monday at 8 p.m. 

A Narcotics Anonymous 
(NA) group meets every 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. at the 
125 Liberty Club, located 
along Liberty St. in Oakland. 
For more information, per-
sons may call 301-334-1298. 
Another group meets every 
Saturday at 6 p.m.

DINNERS

The Loch Lynn Church of  
God Helping Hands Ministry 
provides a meal for those hun-
gry for food and/or company 
through its Feed the Flock 
program every first Wednes-
day of  each month (except 
for December). The meal is 
served in the fellowship hall 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Everyone 
is welcome. The church is 
located at 8649 Gorman 
Road. For more information, 
persons may call the church 
office at 301-334-3221.

CHURCH EVENTS
The Christian Singles Fel-

lowship of  the Western Penn-
sylvania Conference of  the 
United Methodist Church is 
offering a retreat for singles 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 1 at the Ju-
monville Camp and Retreat 
Center in Hopwood, Pa. (near 
Uniontown). Open to all 
denominations, singles, sepa-
rated, divorced, or widowed 
individuals are welcome. For 
more information, persons 
may call 724-433-1236.

Irvin Baxter's DVD End 
Time University Bible Stud-
ies is discussed four days 
a week at New Beginnings 
Fellowship, 668 North Fourth 
Street, Oakland. "Under-
standing the Bible" is featured 
on Mondays and Thursdays 
at 6 p.m., and "Life and 
Teachings of  Jesus Christ" 
is featured on Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 6 p.m. The public is 
welcome to attend. For more 
information, persons may call 
301-334-9638.

T h e  s e c o n d  a n nu a l 
Cranesville Tent Revival 
will be held Aug. 28-31 in 
the field across from Faith 
Church, Cranesville, W.Va. 
The speaker will be evangelist 
Dan Frederick. Services on 
Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day begin at 7 p.m.; Sunday 
service begins at 10 a.m. In-
formation: Paula at  304-789-
5060, Jay at 304-789-6313, or 
Shawn at 304-789-6876.

REUNIONS
The family of John C. and 

Homa A. Bowser Sweitzer 
will hold their annual reunion 
this Sunday, Aug. 17, at 12:30 
p.m. at the Swanton Com-
munity Pavilion. All family 
and friends are invited and 
are asked to bring a covered 
dish, drinks, and/or desserts.

The descendants of Ste-
phen and Mariah Porter 
Harsh will hold their 105th 
annual reunion on Sunday, 
Aug. 24, at the Wildlife Park, 
Horse Shoe Run, W.Va. The 
covered-dish luncheon will 
begin at 1 p.m. Election of  
new officers and a program 
will follow the meal. Descen-
dants are asked to bring their 
scrapbooks and old photos 
to share.

LIBRARIES
All locations of  the Ruth 

Enlow Library will be closed 
on Monday, Sept. 1, in obser-
vance of  Labor Day.

SCHOOLS
The Accident Elemen-

tary School will host its an-
nual back-to-school night on 

Bad Idea for Garrett...
Maryland comptroller Peter Franchot is in Garrett 

County today to conduct a "rally and petition drive" 
in support of  the state mandating that public schools 
remain closed for the summer until after the Labor 
Day holiday. The primary justification of  this effort is 
a state Bureau of  Revenue Estimates report from last 
August claiming that such a change could generate 
$74.3 million in additional, direct economic activity 
throughout the state, including an estimated $3.7 mil-
lion in new wages and $7.7 million in state and local 
revenue. He has the backing of  a statewide task force 
report appointed by the governor that voted 11-4 in 
favor of  the post-Labor Day school start.

The Garrett County Chamber of  Commerce is fully 
behind Franchot's proposal, and is even offering cop-
ies of  the aforementioned petition to local businesses, 
asking business owners to encourage their employees 
and visitors to sign them.

Franchot maintains that moving the start of  public 
school back 5-10 days "has proven to have no correla-
tion with test scores," adding that even with the later 
start, students would still be required to attend school 
180 days per school year, as is the current require-
ment.

And for Garrett County, therein lies a huge prob-
lem. Rarely does a winter go by that Garrett County 
school closures do not total something in double dig-
its. Our board of  education automatically builds 10 
days into the school calendar, but our kids typically 
miss roughly double that number, and sometimes 
more than that. This past year, even though Garrett 
County had taken only a couple of  days by the end of  
December, that number skyrocketed in the next three 
months and our students were still in school in the 
second half  of  June, despite losing nearly all of  their 
Easter break (as they do just about every year) and sev-
eral other holidays. Had school begun after Labor Day 
last year, the summer break for our children would 
have begun just prior to July 4th. There are also state 
school testing issues that are compounded by having 
to extend the school year.

So, while Franchot's idea might be reasonable in 
most counties of  Maryland, it is a bad idea for Gar-
rett County. If  and when legislation is drafted, Garrett 
County should be exempt from this requirement.

So, clearly, this is one member of  the Garrett 
County Chamber of  Commerce (Sincell Publishing 
Company) that is staunchly opposed to this proposal. 
Money should not be the prime motivation for this 
change.

Slated Monday
Continued from Page A-1

update.
The business meeting is 

slated to begin at 7 p.m. 
Policy and procedure discus-
sions will continue in this 
session, specifically concern-
ing students who may attend 
designated Allegany County 
schools, and the illness/emer-
gency policy for the staff.

Time is set aside during the 
work session and the business 
meeting for public comment 
at 6:35 p.m. and 7:10 p.m.,  
respectively.

Detailed agendas for the 
work and business sessions  
can be viewed online and/
or downloaded at www.gar-
rettcountyschools.org (go 
to the Board of  Education 
page and select the links to 
Agendas). 

Agendas are not consid-
ered final until the board 
takes action to accept them 
at the start of  each meeting, 
a spokesperson noted.

The public is invited to at-
tend the work session and the 
business meeting. Part or all 
of  the meeting may be closed, 
as allowed by state law.

Hydrilla Found
Continued from Page A-1

buoys will be removed and 
regular boat traffic may 
resume. 

While flouridone has been 
used for the treatment in the 
Deep Creek channel, the 
two new beds will receive 
a spot treatment using two 
other herbicides (flumioxazin 
and diquat), which work to 
quickly to destroy the plants, 
according to the DNR. 

People may enter the 
water after the treatment, 
according to DNR, as the 
water will remain safe for 
swimming, boating, and 
other recreational activities. 
The agency advised, however, 
to not use lake water to water 
garden, lawns, or plants.


