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The Maryland Environmental Health Network, Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
and Dr. Sacoby Wilson – University of Maryland School of Public Health submit the following 
testimony in support of HB 1487.  
 
House Bill 1487 removes language in existing statute that bars tenant from questioning 
landlord’s compliance with lead laws.  With HB 1487, the judge must dismiss the case if the 
landlord cannot show an MDE registration/certificate of compliance with lead laws. The bill 
gives tenants a minimum 4 days’ notice of trial and authorizes a judge to allow a 7-day 
postponement for the tenant to gather his/her documents/defense. These are the improvements in 
tenant rights that would happen if HB 1487 passes.  
 
House Bill 1487 is not everything we had hoped for because it “authorizes” the Judge but does 
not “require” the Judge to consider lead compliance. The bill has also been amended to include 
only a 4-day notice.  We supported the original 7-day allowance. But it is a big step in the right 
direction. See the recommendation #3 in the Abell Report recommendations below. 
 
In 2013, Baltimore was second only to Detroit in the per cent of renters who face eviction.1 In 
2015, 6,880 renters/families were evicted in Baltimore. The Court is overwhelmed and handles 
150,000 cases a year.  In a survey of renters facing possible eviction, 41% noted flaking or 
peeling paint.  The Abell Foundation Report, Justice Diverted: How Renters are Processed in 
Baltimore City Rent Court, concluded that “the court system prioritizes efficiencies which 
privilege the landlord’s bottom line, and as a result, it decidedly ignores two predominating 
realities of poor renters and their housing.”  
 
From the Abell report come the following recommendations: 

1. Cut Rent Court dockets in half and strengthen overall fairness of the process by requiring 
a prefiling notice and waiting period that would ensure that renters receive documentation 
of the landlord’s claims, time to remedy the dispute before litigation begins, and time to 
prepare a defense if necessary.  

2. Level the playing field at court by expanding legal help for renters – increasing renters’ 
access to legal information, assistance at court, and legal representation. This report 
demonstrates the dire need for expanding access to legal assistance for renters, as their 
fate in housing court depends less on the merits of the case and more on whether renters 
know how to navigate the court system and the law. For Rent Court defendants, who are 
among the poorest residents of Baltimore, expanding access to free civil legal services 
would help level the playing field and reduce the number of renters who are wrongfully 
evicted because they did not understand their rights.  

                                                
1	  http://abell.org/sites/default/files/files/cd-‐justicediverted216.pdf.	  Executive	  Summary	  



                      
3. Demand that landlords and agents document their rent claims, as well as their alleged 

compliance with licensing and lead-risk legal requirements, and hold them accountable 
through a consistent application of existing legal standards and tenant protections.  

4. Expand landlord licensing requirements that ensure annual health and safety inspections 
to all rental housing in Baltimore – not just multi-family dwellings and rooming houses. 

5. Fund eviction prevention programs to meet the scale of the eviction crisis.  
This bill puts protections in place for renters potentially facing a toxic exposure in their homes.  
Lead is a documented neurotoxin.  Common sources of exposure are peeling and chipping paint, 
drinking water, soil, and consumer products including makeup and toys.   
 
Children are the most vulnerable to this preventable danger. Children ingest more, absorb more, 
and the developing brain is more sensitive to the effects of lead exposure than the adult brain. 
These effects are irreversible and there is no threshold nor safe level to the effects on decreasing 
IQ or causing behavioral consequences, including increased distractibility, impulsivity, short 
attention span, and inability to follow directions.   
 
There are economic consequences to society and to the victim for these effects. “…between 1976 
and 1999 and that IQ scores increased between 0.185 and 0.323 points for each 1 µg/dL blood 
lead concentration. It was further estimated that each IQ point raises worker’s productivity by 
1.76–2.38%, and that the economic benefit for each year’s cohort of 3.8 million 2-year-old 
children ranges from $110 to $319 billion.”2 Lead competes with calcium in the bloodstream and 
can be stored in bones for long periods of time, and potentially released when there is a high 
demand for calcium in the body (e.g. pregnancy).  High dose exposure to lead can have serious 
acute effects in adults, who most often encounter these high doses in occupational settings.  The 
only way to improve health is to avoid exposure.  Landlords should ensure, and have the 
paperwork to prove it, that rental properties are registered and in compliance with state standards 
for lead safety.  Rent Court could present an important opportunity to make sure that rental 
properties are lead safe for even the lowest income, most vulnerable Baltimoreans.  HB 1487 
helps to increase protections to renters from lead, other hazards and improper evictions. 
 
Thank you Delegate Rosenberg for introducing this bill and to the Judicial Proceedings 
Committee for considering it.  

                                                
2	  Toxicological	  	  Profile	  for	  Lead.	  US	  Department	  of	  HHS	  Public	  Health	  Service,	  	  Agency	  for	  Toxic	  Substances	  and	  
Disease	  Registry	  August	  2007	  


