
 
 

 
Bill Report: House Environment and Transportation  
Date: 2/24/17  
Bill Number: HB 7, Environment - Children With Elevated Blood Lead Levels - Environmental 
Investigation  
Chesapeake PSR Position: Support with amendments 
 
Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility urges a Favorable Report on HB 7 “Environment - 
Children With Elevated Blood Lead Levels - Environmental Investigation,” with two amendments. 
 
Summary 
 
This bill requires the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) to adopt regulations establishing 
procedures for conducting environmental investigations to determine the source of lead exposure for 
children with elevated blood lead levels (EBL) greater than or equal to 10 micrograms per deciliter. The 
bill requires that its implementing regulations be consistent with specified guidelines of the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
 
There is no safe level of lead exposure in children, and even low levels of lead in the bloodstream have 
been shown to affect IQ, attention span, and academic achievement, in a manner that cannot be corrected. 
Of particular concern is a legacy of lead in houses and in soil remains and continues to contribute to toxic 
exposures to neonates, children and to developing fetuses in utero where lead is particularly toxic to the 
developing brain. Children ingest more, absorb more and the developing brain is more sensitive to the 
effects of lead exposure than the adult brain. These effects are irreversible, and there is no threshold or safe 
level to the effects on decreasing IQ or causing behavioral consequences including increased distractibility, 
impulsivity, short attention span and inability to follow directions. 
 
Amendments 
 
We recommend that the bill be amended to require that environmental investigations be conducted when 
children have EBLs greater than 5 micrograms per deciliter. The CDC now uses a reference level of 5 
micrograms per deciliter to identify children with blood lead levels that are much higher than most 
children’s levels. This new level is based on the U.S. population of children ages 1-5 years who are in the 
highest 2.5% of children when tested for lead in their blood.  HUD guidelines use an EBL of 5 micrograms 
per deciliter or greater to trigger an environmental investigation. New Jersey has also adopted an 
intervention level tied to the CDC reference level. 
 
In 2015, according to the Maryland Childhood Lead Registry, about 20.6 percent of children were tested 
for EBLs. One thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine were found to have blood lead levels between 5 
and 9 micrograms per deciliter.  The number of children tested with blood lead levels between 5 and 9 
micrograms per deciliter will continue to rise as Maryland implements its mandatory blood testing for lead.  
Because of the known health effects on children of EBLs between 5 and 9 micrograms per deciliter, 
procedures should be put in place to find the source of exposure when blood lead levels are at or above the 
current CDC’s reference level of 5 micrograms per deciliter.  
 
The burden of the state will be minimal when compared with the gain. According to the Toxicological 
Profile for Lead, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry, August 2007, “Each IQ point raises workers’ productivity, and the 



economic losses in the United States attributable to lead exposure amount to $43.4 billion a year in each 
annual birth cohort.”  The World Health Organization estimates that for every U.S dollar spent to reduce 
exposure, there is a savings of $17--$220. See, Childhood and Lead Poisoning, WHO 2010. 
 
We also recommend that the bill be clarified to require Maryland to retain its definition of lead-based paint 
as being greater than 0.7 mg/cm2 rather than the less protective federal definition (equal to or greater than 1 
mg/cm2. 
 
 
	  


