
 
 

 
Bill Report: House Environment and Transportation  
Date: 2/24/17  
Bill Number: HB 133, Environment - Reduction of Lead Risk in Housing - Notification of Elevated Blood 
Lead Level  
Chesapeake PSR Position: Favorable with an Amendment  
 
Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility urges a Favorable Report with an amendment on HB 133 
“Environment - Reduction of Lead Risk in Housing - Notification of Elevated Blood Lead Level.”  We 
recommend an amendment to trigger case management and notification requirements when there is an 
elevated blood lead level (EBL) greater than or equal to 5 micrograms per deciliter, not 10 micrograms per 
deciliter as is in the current bill. 
 
Background 
 
This departmental bill requires the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) Environment to assist 
local governments, if necessary, to provide case management of children with EBLs greater than or equal 
to 10 micrograms per deciliter. The bill also requires the MDE or a local health department, on receipt of 
the results of a blood test for lead poisoning indicating that a child younger than age six has an EBL greater 
than or equal to 10 micrograms per deciliter, to notify (1) the child’s parent or legal guardian and (2) if 
applicable, the owner of the rental dwelling where the child lives. Finally, the bill requires MDE or a local 
health department, on receiving the results of a blood lead test indicating that a person at risk has an EBL 
greater than or equal to 10 micrograms per deciliter, to send notice of the test results to (1) a person at risk, 
or in the case of a minor, the parent or legal guardian of the person at risk and (2) the owner of the affected 
rental property in which the person at risk resides or regularly spends at least 24 hours per week. 
 
There is no safe level of lead exposure in children, and even low levels of lead in the bloodstream have 
been shown to affect attention span, impulsivity, IQ and academic achievement in a manner that cannot be 
corrected. Of particular concern is a legacy of lead in houses and in soil that remains and continues to 
contribute to toxic exposures to neonates, children and to developing fetuses in utero where lead is 
particularly toxic to the developing brain. Children ingest more, absorb more and the developing brain is 
more sensitive to the effects of lead exposure than the adult brain.  
 
Amendments 
 
We recommend that the bill be amended to require that environmental investigations be conducted when 
children have EBLs greater than 5 micrograms per deciliter. We believe that the parent or guardian of every 
child with a blood lead level greater than 5 micrograms per deciliter or those at risk should be notified of 
the EBL. We also believe that the owner of the effected property should also be notified.  This will make it 
more likely that proper interventions are made to address this critical public health issue.  
 
The CDC now uses a reference level of 5 micrograms per deciliter to identify children with blood lead 
levels that are much higher than most children’s levels. This new level is based on the U.S. population of 
children ages 1-5 years who are in the highest 2.5% of children when tested for lead in their blood. The 
CDC recommends public health actions be initiated at this reference level. HUD guidelines also use an 
EBL of 5 micrograms per deciliter or greater to trigger an environmental investigation. New Jersey has also 
adopted an intervention level tied to the CDC reference level. 
 



Maryland must continue to build upon its successes in reducing blood lead levels. According to the 
Toxicological Profile for Lead, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service, 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, August 2007, “Each IQ point raises workers’ 
productivity, and the economic losses in the United States attributable to lead exposure amount to $43.4 
billion a year in each annual birth cohort.”  The World Health Organization estimates that for every U.S 
dollar spent to reduce exposure, there is a savings of $17--$220. See, Childhood and Lead Poisoning, WHO 
2010. 
	  


