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The Chesapeake chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility is pleased to submit this 
testimony in support of HB0987/SB0693.  
 
This bill would change the way new air permits are issued for new industrial facilities by 
requiring cumulative impact analysis. This bill would ensure that the state considers the 
cumulative health impacts of existing facilities in a community as part of the process of issuing a 
new air permit.    
 
This bill addresses an important environmental justice concern. In Maryland, people of color and 
low-income groups bear a disproportionate burden of the state’s air pollution. In April 2014, 
University of Maryland researchers uncovered a “double disparity” in Maryland (Wilson et al., 
2014). They found that people of color and low-income groups are disproportionately burdened 
by polluting facilities and that low-income groups also lack access to adequate healthcare. The 
researchers “…found that tracts with higher proportions of non-white residents and people living 
in poverty were more likely to be closer to Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) facilities. A significant 
increase in income was observed with an increase in distance between a census tract and the 
closest TRI facility” (Wilson et al., 2014).  
 
No person should be subjected to lesser air quality simply because of his/her race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, or educational status.  
 
Although the National Environmental Policy Act mandated conducting cumulative impact 
assessments when considering proposed projects in 1997, this guideline is rarely put into action. 
This bill would establish cumulative impact analysis as the standard in Maryland and improve air 
quality by reexamining the permit process for new facilities in the most vulnerable areas of the 
state. This bill would move away from singling out pollutants and investigating their effects one 
at a time, and would move towards preventing adverse impacts of pollutants.  
 
This bill is about health equity and the right to live a healthy life. This bill would help to 
minimize health disparities, achieve environmental justice, and enhance quality of life across the 
state of Maryland.  
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