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June 12, 2017 
Information Summary/Brief Meeting Notes 
 
Chesapeake PSR Climate Advisory Group 
Owen Brown Interfaith Center at 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia 
In attendance, Tim Whitehouse, Sara Via, Gwen DuBois, Gina Angiola, Darrell Carrington, Art 
Milholland, Len Cohen, Lyn Griffith Taylor, Christine Berg, Luisa Neltran Rey,	  Tamara	  Toles	  
O'Laughlin, Kim Eagan Rutter, Al Bartlett (phone) 
 
Overview – Tim Whitehouse 
 
The purpose of Advisory Group meetings are to improve the knowledge base of the organization and 
its members and volunteers; help design, promote, implement the program work of Chesapeake PSR; 
and to provide strategic advice and direction to the Board of Directors. Because much of Chesapeake 
PSR’s current climate and energy advocacy and education efforts are winding down (e.g., Clean 
Energy Jobs Act, Offshore Wind, RGGI), the purpose of this meeting is to share ideas and knowledge 
about current issues and to suggest possible areas of work.  Specific next steps for Chesapeake PSR 
will be developed during the summer and fall. 
 
The Climate -- Sara Via 
 
Sara Via talked about how only aggressive action on climate mitigation will keep temperatures below 2 
degrees fahrenheit. There is a general consensus in the scientific community that temperature 
increases of more than 2 degrees would result in changes to the planet that would be catastrophic to 
human life, although some scientists believe these results would occur at temperatures increases of 
less than 2 degrees. 
 
Clean Energy -- Offshore Wind and RGGI -- Sara Via 
 
RGGI advocates and Chesapeake PSR are advocating 5% cap reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions under RGGI’s cap and trade program. These levels of reductions would be necessary 
for Maryland is to achieve its goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by 2030. 
Maryland is resisting cap reductions.  A decision by the RGGI states is expected by the Fall. 
 
The PSC recently approved two Offshore Wind projects off the coast of Maryland and Delaware. 
This will bring health benefits, jobs and investments to Maryland. 
 
Chesapeake PSR will continue to advocate for a 5% cap reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions under RGGI program and monitor involvement in the offshore wind projects. 
 
Fracking, Coal, Clean Energy Jobs Act -- Tim Whitehouse  
 
The state of Maryland is issuing coal permits that Chesapeake PSR and many environmental and 
health groups believe violate state and federal law and will causes significant health issues. 
Chesapeake PSR received a grant to help educate and advocate the public on the problems with 
coal, the need for strict pollution controls on these plants, and to support litigation.  
 
The fracking ban passed. 
 
The General Assembly overrode the Clean Energy Jobs Act. 
 
Chesapeake PSR will form a group to look more closely at issues surrounding coal-fired 
power in the state 
 
Battery Storage -- Chris Berg 
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Developing energy storage technologies and programs are an important – but often overlooked -- 
part our transition to clean energy technologies, such as solar and wind.  A new study from the 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory suggests that the eastern half of the U.S. would struggle 
to rely on intermittent renewable sources for more than one-third of its electricity even with 
massive investments in new transmission lines.  
 
Energy storage can provide a variety of functions in the electricity system, from supporting the 
efficient operation of the electric grid to providing backup power in emergency situations 
 
Two recently enacted laws in Maryland were discussed. One requires DNR to conduct a study of 
regulatory reforms and market incentives that are necessary or beneficial to increase the use of 
energy storage devices in the State. The other creates a credit against the State income tax for 
the costs of installing an energy storage system. 
 
Chesapeake PSR will consider ways to increase its involvement in this area and build 
support for energy storage studies, programs and technologies. 
 
Incineration -- Gwen DuBois  
 
Tier 1 of the state’s renewable portfolio standard has a number of dirty energy sources that emit 
significant amounts of greenhouse gas emissions. Chesapeake PSR is working with its partners 
to urge MDE to require more stringent NOx controls on the Wheelabrator incinerator in Baltimore. 
We also support efforts to move to zero waste policies and programs that will help reduce waste 
disposal needs. 
 
Chesapeake PSR will work with its partners to develop a strategy to improve the 
performance of the Wheelabrator incinerator or to have it shut down. We will support 
efforts in the city to improve recycling and zero programs. 
 
Soils and Carbon Sequestration -- Gina Angiola  
 
Keeping warming below the 1.5 to 2 degree thresholds will be extremely difficult if not impossible 
if we just focus on emissions of greenhouse gases and energy efficiency. There are a number of 
geo-engineering proposals, but most of these are extremely dangerous and may have unintended 
consequences. Having healthy soils are a way we can sequester carbon from the air. Soils hold 
four times more carbon then all trees and plants. But modern agriculture has killed many of the 
organic materials in the soil. As soils degrade, they lose their ability to hold carbon. 
 
Improved planting, farming and soil practices would dramatically increase carbon sequestration 
rates and increase crop yields over the long term by enhancing soil fertility and improving 
resilience against drought and flooding. 
 
This issue is of interest to many Chesapeake PSR members, and advisory groups 
members are already working on the issue. We will begin working together to see how we 
can maximize our effectiveness. 
 
Two Competing Plans for Clean/Renewable Energy -- Tim Whitehouse  
 
We expect that two pieces of legislation will be introduced during the 2018 session. The first, 
drafted by Food and Water Watch (FWW) and expected to be introduced by Del. Shane 
Robinson, calls for 100% retail electricity sales in the State to be from clean, renewable energy 
sources by 2035. The second, supported by the Maryland Climate Coalition, will mandate an 
increase in Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) to 50% by 2030. 
 



	   3	  

The FWW proposal would mandate 5% increases in clean energy produced a year. Companies 
would need to enter into power purchase agreements (in Maryland or elsewhere), and there 
would be no more Renewable Energy Credits. 
 
The details of the Maryland Climate Coalition’s proposal to increase the RPS to 50% are still being 
worked out. A concern is that Maryland’s RPS is one of the dirtiest. There is a commitment by 
Coalition to try and remove incineration from RPS, and the coalition is considering increasing the  
“carve outs” for in- state wind and solar. 

 
The Chesapeake PSR Board will visit the issue in the Fall. We will work with the two groups, 
and we will wait to see the language of the bills to be introduced before making decisions on 
what we should support. 
 
 
Solar – Al Bartlett 
 
The cost of solar energy has plummeted and the capacity of solar has risen dramatically, although it is 
still a very small part of the US and state energy mix.  In Maryland, the RPS has a small solar carve 
out of 2.5% by 2020. Because of the large growth in utility scale solar, the price of Solar Renewable 
Energy Credits (SRECs) have plummeted.  
 
There is a concern in rural areas that solar will uproot agriculture. Some of these concerns are 
misplaced and need to be addressed. 
 
By 2030, to be on a pathway to 100% clean energy by 2050 and have the associated jobs be in 
Maryland, we need to build about 7,000 megawatts of solar energy. So far most solar in Maryland is on 
home and industrial rooftops; but IEER (a small local think tank) estimates that roughly half of the total 
solar in 2030 - 3,500 megawatts, would be on agriculture land. 3,500 megawatts would use less than 
1% of all agricultural land in MD.   
 
Chesapeake PSR needs to work to increase carve outs of solar in the RPS and to address 
concerns about the use of agriculture lands for solar. 
 
Additional Open Discussion/Issues Raised 
 

• Have a standard climate change power point 
• Follow up with more detailed discussions on the specific issues 
• Examine more county specific issues 
• Examine and develop a policy on carbon tax 
• Educate and promote ways individuals and groups can change cultural norms and inform 

people about individual choices we can make to address climate change. Two issues 
discussed were responsible investing and soils and plantings in our own yard. Tim will follow 
up and develop a plan for moving forward on this issue 

 
 
 
	  


