
 
 

March 26, 2015 
 
Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. 
President of the Senate 
State House, H-107 
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 
 
 
Dear President Miller: 
 
On behalf of the Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility, I am writing to 
ask for your support in releasing HB 1042/SB 892 from Rules Committee. 
Passage of this legislation is a top priority for our organization.   
 
Two weeks ago Mr. Darrell Carrington, Professor Sara Via of the University of 
Maryland, Dr. Al Bartlett had the honor of meeting with you briefly to introduce 
the work of the Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility's Maryland 
Climate Health Action Team.  When they met with you, they spent some time 
discussing one of the most important environmental health issues facing 
Maryland during this session: the urgent need to implement the regulations 
developed by the Department of the Environment to reduce the emission of 
smog-forming oxides of nitrogen (NOx) from coal-fired power plants.   
 
As was discussed at that meeting, eighty-five per cent of Marylanders live 
in areas that are failing to meet EPA's health-protective air quality standards for 
smog, with Baltimore City having the most smog-polluted air on the east 
coast.  In Maryland, coal-fired power plants are the single largest individual 
sources of these smog-forming NOx emissions, which cause asthma attacks and 
other respiratory and cardiovascular illness. The plan represented by these 
regulations was required by EPA to bring Maryland into attainment of current air 
quality standards.   
 
HB 1042/SB 892 would largely codify these regulations, which were blocked by 
Governor Hogan. This legislation would require plant operators to optimize 
existing emission controls while giving operators five years to decide whether to 
install the catalytic control technology widely used in other states, switch from 
coal to natural gas, or take the plants offline and use cleaner power sources.    
  



 
Thank you again for your leadership and your tireless and effective work on 
behalf of all of us living in Maryland. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Executive Director 
	  


