
325 East 25th Street Baltimore MD 21218 ♦  240-246-4492♦  twhitehouse@psr.org 

 
 
 
Senate EHEA Committee  
SB932: Department of Health and Mental Hygiene - Atrazine Study 
Submitted 3/9/17  
Position: Support 
 
 
Chesapeake PSR urges a favorable report on SB932. This bill would require the 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, in consultation with the Department of the 
Environment and the Department of Agriculture, to study and make recommendations 
regarding the impact of atrazine in the State. 
 
Atrazine is one of the most commonly used herbicides in the United States. It’s widely 
used to combat weeds in fields where corn, sugar cane, pasture grasses, and winter wheat 
are grown. It is also used on golf courses, residential lawns and Christmas tree farms.  
Atrazine has been banned in Europe since 2005 due to the high risk of water 
contamination and concerns about its effects on the environment and human health. In 
2012, Syngenta, the maker of Atrazine, agreed to pay $105 million to settle a class action 
law suit with over 1,000 water districts in six states for atrazine contamination of 
drinking water supplies.  
 
In June 2016, the United States Environmental Protection Agency concluded that atrazine 
poses risks to fish, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates, birds, reptiles and mammals 
(including humans).1  Relatively few studies have examined atrazine's health effects on 
humans. However, atrazine is known to be an endocrine-disrupting chemical, which 
means that it blocks or mimics naturally occurring hormones. Some human studies 
suggest that it may harm fetuses and reduce men’s sperm quality. Studies have also found 
that women who lived in areas with higher atrazine levels in water had children with 
higher rates of some birth defects. A number of studies have found suggestive links 
between atrazine and cancers, including ovarian, stomach, thyroid and Non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma.2 
 
Because of the health impacts and wide spread use of atrazine, the provisions of this bill 
will provide important information to policy makers and public health officials on 
atrazine use in Maryland, the quality of our water monitoring systems, and ways to lessen 
the environmental and health impacts of this herbicide. 

                                                
1 https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/atrazine-background-and-updates 
2 PAN, Atrazine, www.panna.org/resouces/atrazine (for links to studies on Atrazine) 


